






































































Good Afternoon.  Before I begin my formal comments, I would like to make a couple of points: 

 

1.  My comments in opposition to this project are based on facts and on my first-hand 

knowledge and experience with similar projects in several communities.  I knew a 

developer and a family construction business who were involved in these types of 

federally subsidized low income housing project, which gives me additional familiarity 

with how this process works. 

2. I want to make it clear that I am not speaking against any particular individuals or groups 

of individuals; I am speaking against the “plan”. In fact, I come from an amazing large 

and diverse family. We come from all different backgrounds, we are racially diverse, and 

we live at all different income levels. I am speaking out today because I care about this 

Town. 

 

I am Laurie Muhlhauser, a full-time resident and property owner here in Quartzsite.  

I am opposed to the Desert Gardens rezoning project. Specifically, I oppose the R3 High Density 

federally subsidized low income housing portion of the project. For several reasons, I do not 

believe this is the appropriate way to achieve affordable housing in Quartzsite and I do not 

believe it is in our citizen’s best interest to move forward with this project. 

Developers of these projects make their money by receiving regular subsidy payments from the 

government for each unit rented, as well as tax credits and other tax benefits. This is a lucrative 

and long-term income for the developer. However, the developer does not get financial subsidy 

payments from the government until the unit is rented. Therefore, he doesn’t want to leave them 

vacant and strives to fill the units as fast as possible (even if the construction is done in phases). 

The High Density code in this re-zone allows for 21 units per acre (per Cliff O’Neill), 

so technically 399 units could be built in this project on 19 acres.  

Of course they won’t fill every square inch, so let’s just say there could be 200-300 units in this 

2-story building project. Under a normal process in Quartzsite, it would likely be a slow process 

to fill that many units with occupants. So how do you accomplish filling this many units as soon 

as they are built?  

 

Here’s what I’ve experienced. The government has a long wait list of people that they need to 

house and they don’t know where to put them. They often relocate these populations from areas 

of high population to smaller towns such as Quartzsite. You might say, “But there is an 

application process to get into this type of housing”.  Well, if the government needs to place 

people somewhere, all it takes is a court order.  From the official website HUD.gov – A family 

can be placed if they or the sole member is displaced by governmental action. Maybe this means 

an act of war, demolition of a housing project, or a declared natural disaster? 

Also, (from HUD.gov) only one member of the household has to be a U.S. Citizen or have legal 

status. Other individuals who do NOT have legal status in this country can reside there, but the 

household must pay higher rent for each undocumented individual living there. 



Here's the deal. Basically, we choose to live here in Quartzsite. We care about this community 

and its people and we have a sense of community pride. But people who may be relocated here, 

are NOT necessarily choosing to live in Quartzsite. So, I wonder if they would share the same 

sense of community pride we have or care about the community and its people in the way we do?  

Likely not. 
 

In communities where I’ve seen these types of projects go in, there are issues of increased crime, 

vandalism, theft, graffiti tagged on buildings and structures.  People do not feel safe.  Will we 

need additional law enforcement? Ultimately, I’ve seen people and businesses leave the 

community.  Of those who stay, many have bars on their doors and windows for protection and 

safety. Is this good for Quartzsite? I think not. 

 

Another point is this is low income housing.  If occupants go over their income threshold, they 

can no longer live there.  I keep hearing people say that we want affordable housing for workers.  

If their income threshold is limited. What kind of work incentive is that?   

 

According to a 2019 community census survey, Over a quarter of Quartzsite’s population is at 

the poverty level or below… in fact, 2020 Census records show that, if you exclude the Navajo 

and Apache Nations in the upper quadrant of our state, we have the highest poverty level in this 

area in Arizona.  Do we really want to add to that number? Is that what we want to be known 

for?  This is not helpful to Quartzsite in my opinion. 

Instead of a step forward, I see this as 5 steps back. 

 

I am in favor of growth in Quartzsite. In fact I think Quartzsite has a lot of potential, but it must 

be smart growth… We must do it right.  

 

I would ask leadership to think about other ways to secure affordable housing in Quartzsite using 

private funding.  Let’s involve Horizon Community Bank—our LOCAL Bank! 

We also have many large corporations here—Pilot, Love’s, Terribles, Cheveron, McDonalds, 

Carls Jr, etc.  Give them a return on their investment for those who are involved. 

Not only would it offer affordable housing for their employees it would make it easier for them 

to find and retain workers especially when employees don’t have to drive long distances to get to 

Quartzsite. These participating entities would probably become more involved in our community 

as a result. 

 

I understand that Town leadership sees lucrative financial benefit with this re-zoning project.  

Infrastructure help, grant monies, etc., but does this project preserve the character of the 

community and provide community enhancement?  

There is no question where the benefit lies in the eyes of Town Leadership,  but at what cost?    

I encourage the Planning and Zoning Commission to put forth a recommendation to NOT move 

forward with the Desert Gardens Re-zoning Project. 

Thank you. 




